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: SOUTHERN 'SV STUDEN TRIP NAMIBIA
/% ADVENTURES | 18 Days| 17 Nights

AFRICA..IN YOUR WILDEST DREAMS. . .
South Africa] Namibia
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JOHANNESBURG
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It is the economic capital of Africa and the gateway to Southern
Africa. Although not as famous as other South African
destinations, there is plenty to do in Johannesburg and nearby
Pretoria. The old city is a muttultural mixture of traditional
medicine shops, Chinese restaurants, taxi ranks and-ultra
modern skyscrapers. There are excellent museums, art gallerie:
and organised tours of historical and political interest.



WINDHOEK

Situated in Central Namibia, the cosmopolitan city
of Windhoek serves as the capital of the country.

It is home to an international airport and a
plethora of restaurants, shops, entertainment
venues and accommodation options. The city is
clean, safe and welirganized, with a colonial
legacy that is reflected in its many German
eateries and shops, and the widespread use of the
German language.

Windhoek has an interesting mix of historical
architecture and modern buildings, many of which
are worth a look, including the Alte Feste an old
fort, the 1896 Christuskirche Christ Church, and
the more contemporary Supreme Court.



GOCHAS

Located in theHardapregion of Namibia 11Rilometres
southeast oMariental, Gochass a secluded village known

for its remarkable desert landscape. This picturesque retreat
Is set amidst the rolling red dunes and white limestone
formations of the Kalahari, and is said to be the smallest town
in all of Namibia with just a few shops and limited
accommodation options.

Visitors can enjoy a variety of adventure activities including:

thrilling 4x4 excursions, cycling, hiking and wildlife viewing.

The area is inhabited by unique birdlife, making it an ideal

bird watching destinationGochass the home of the

IKharakhoepa subtribe_of the Nama people, who are known
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opportunity to experience a traditiondomastyle restaurant

at one of the guesthouses, hotels or camps.
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KGALAGADI
TRANSFRONTIER PARK

Straddling the border of South Africa and Botswana, the Kgalagadi
Transfrontier Park is known as one of the jewels of the desert
featuring an expansive wilderness scattered with grasslands and
red dunes. For a different type of wildlife experience, many
tourists head to this northwestern corner of South Africa, where
the famous Kalahari Desert or, as it is now known, the Kgalagadi,
starts.

The park is renowned for its predator and raptor viewing, and not
surprisingly, its gemsbok, also called oryx; the elegant grey, black
and white antelope with their rapielike horns. Visitors can look
forward to many activities including: watching the migrating herds
of wildebeest and springbok, spotting other wildlife on a game
drive or walking through the African bushveld on a guided walking
safari with a park ranger.



ORANGE RIVER

Rising from the beautiful Drakensberg Mountains in
Lesotho, forming part of the international border
between South Africa and Namibia, the Orange River is
the longest river in South Africa. The Orange River Basin
extends into Namibia and northern Botswana. The river
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harshest environments bringing life to an area of sheer
rugged beauty.

Aside from vineyards in the desert the river also creates
a mobile playground from which to explore the area.
This spectacular river created the diamond dune fields

along Namibia's coast, by washing diamonds N | , e
downstream from the Kimberly region over millions offlf’ % e s T
years. Visitors can look forward to excellent whitewgfifr 5ot TSEESSRET Ly S SR
rafting, canoeing, kayaking, and wonderful river cr P, 2 S Ay o ] & -



FISH RIVER CANYON

Carving out an epic rocky wonderland in the south of Namibia, the
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canyon. Hot, dry and stony, the Fish River Canyon measures a
whopping 160 kilometers in length, at times 27 kilometers in width
and 550 meters in depth.

The aweinspiring natural beauty of this ancient geological marvel
draws visitors from around the globe. For those looking for
adventure, the intense 85 kilometer Fish River Hiking Trail
through1.5 billion years of geological history will definitely thrill avid
adventure enthusiasts, and for visitors looking to relax, head over to
the canyon's southern end to enjoy a soak in the mineral waters of
the renowned hot springs of Alis, or take in the spectacularly

scenic views from Hobas Restcamp as well as numerous other
viewpoints along its rim. Other popular activities include: scenic
chartered flights, horse riding, nature drives and seasonal kayaking.




SOSSUSVLEN

Located in the scenic Namivaukluft National Park,
Sossusvlei is where you will find the iconic red sand dunes
of the Namib. The clear blue skies contrast with the giant
red dunes to make this one of the most scenic natural
wonders of Africa and a photographer's heaven. This-awe
inspiring destination is possibly Namibia's premier
attraction, with its unique dunes rising to almost 400
meterssome of the highest in the world.

These iconic dunes come alive in morning and evening light
and draw photography enthusiasts from around the globe.
Sossusvlei is home to a variety desert wildlife including

oryx, springbok, ostrich and a variety of reptiles. Visitors
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explore Deadvlei, a white, salt, claypan dotted with ancient
trees; or for the more extravagant, scenic flights and hot air
ballooning are on offer, followed by a onoea-lifetime
champagne breakfast amidst these majestic dunes.




SWAKOPMUND

Set along Namibia's spectacularly scenic coast, the seaside town
of Swakopmund is known for its wiagpen avenues, colonial
architecture, and its surrounding otherworldly desert terrain.
Founded in 1892 as the main harbor for German South West
Africa, Swakopmund is often described as being more German
than Germany. Now a seaside resort town, Swakopmund is the
capital of the Skeleton Coast tourism area and has plenty to keep
visitors happy.

The quirky mix of German and Namibian influences, adventure
options, laidback atmosphere and cool sea breeze make it a very
popular Namibian destination. Visitors can look forward to a
number of exciting activities including: quad biking, horse riding,
paragliding, fishing, sightseeing and fascinating desert tours.



BRANDBERG

Situated in northwestern Namibia, the Brandberg (Fire
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whopping 2573 meters above sea level. Named for the
vivid shade of orange it sometimes turns at sunset, this

is undoubtedly the main highlight of the region. The
Brandberg has been sacred to the San people for
centuries.

The Tsisab Ravine at its base is permeated with over 45
000 ancient San rock paintings, including the famous
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bushman painting, said to be over 2000 years old. Other
popular drawcards include its untouched natural beauty

and its free roaming wildlife such as mountain zebra,

kudu, springbok, and desert elephant.




OKONJIMA NATURE RESERVE

Midway between the spectacular Etosha National Park and
the capital city of Windhoek, lies the wéthown Okonjima
Nature Reserve. The 22 000 ha nature reserve is home to
AfriCATa carnivore sanctuary, which gives the captive cats a
second chance to be released back into the wild and become
completely independent hunters in a protected area right in
the middle of commercial cattle farmland.

Visitors can enjoy a stay at a variety of excellent
accommodation options including everything from luxury
villas to secluded camping. Enjoy thrilling cat tracking guided
safaris, leoparepotting, offroad night drives and learn

about local San culture along the Bushmen trail.
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A member of the Southern Sky Adventures
team will meet the group upon landing at the
Johannesburg Airport in the late afternoon.
The group leaders can get SIM cards, stock up
on needed supplies and scout out a good
restaurant in the airport for dinner. The group
will be taken to the City Lodge Hotel where
they can check in, shower and gather again for
dinner in the airport.




DAY 2 WINDHOEK

The group will eat breakfast in the hotel and head back over to
the airport where we will take a flight to Windhoek, Namibia.

As soon as we arrive at Windhoek airport, our guide and
overland truck will pick us up and take us to our
accommodation for the evening. We get a chance to settle in
after our flight and then receive a briefing from our tour leader
about the great adventure ahead. We have ample opportunity
to ask questions and stock up on snacks and refreshments for
the road ahead tomorrow. Tonight, we have dinner at a famous
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of the delicious local delicacies before a well deserved rest.



DAY 3 GOCHAS

Gochag; Community Service

We will make an early start as we have a four and half hour
drive ahead of us, we are traveling South East from Windhoek
to the edge of the great Kalahari dunes to a town called,
Gochas . This village has been the main settlement of the
Kharakhoen, a sub tribe of the Nama people for many
decades.

The Nama are the largest group of the Khoikhoi people, most
of who have largely disappeared as a group. Music, dancing,
poetry and storytelling are very important in Nama culture
and many stories have been passed down orally through the
generations. Here we will stay for 2 nights working on a
community project to improve the local school and sports
facilities. We also can learn about local culture.



